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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the amendment of 3/31/06. 

2. Claims 1-10 and 12-25 directed to an allowable product. Pursuant to the 
procedures set forth in MPEP § 821 .04(B), claims 26-38, directed to the process of 
making or using an allowable product, previously withdrawn from consideration as a 
result of a restriction requirement, claims 26-38 are hereby rejoined and fully examined 
for patentability under 37 CFR 1.104. 

Because all claims previously withdrawn from consideration under 37 CFR 1.142 
have been rejoined, the restriction requirement as set forth in the Office action mailed 
on 03/22/05 is hereby withdrawn. In view of the withdrawal of the restriction requirement 
as to the rejoined inventions, applicant(s) are advised that if any claims including all the 
limitations of an allowable product claim or rejoined process claim are presented in a 
continuation or divisional application, such claims may be subject to provisional 
statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant 
application. Once the restriction requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 
121 are no longer applicable. See InreZiegler, 443 F.2d 1211, 1215, 170 USPQ 129, 
131-32 (CCPA 1971). See also MPEP § 804.01. 

3. The indicated allowability of claim 1 1 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Faltum et al. (US Pub 2005/0103097). Rejections based on 
the newly cited reference(s) follow. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Faltum et al. 
(US 2005/0103097). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Faltum discloses a gas sensor assembly (sensor for 
detection of substances in gases or liquids, see: page 6, paragraph 0094, see 
also page 1, paragraph 0009), comprising: 
a substrate ( substrate 21a) 

a free-standing silicon carbide support structure (free hanging cantilever 31 is 
ring shaped) comprising: 

at least one protruding support rising above the substrate (cantilever unit 31 
protrudes from the pillar 32 to which it is connected, see: page 7, paragraph 
0013, and page 5, 0069 andf 0072) and a lateral structure (surface stress 
sensing element 33) contacting the protruding support (pillar 32), wherein the 
lateral surface is coated with a layer of nickel or nickel alloy (the piezoelectric film 
may be lead nickel niobic acid (paragraph 0023), nickel manganin (paragraph 
0024). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



6. 



Claims 1-10 and 12-38 are allowable over the prior art of record. 



Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacques M. Saint-Surin whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2206. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays to Fridays 
between 10:30 A.M and 800 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jacques M. Saint-Surin 
June 20, 2006 
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